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DWELLINGS

Eestoring a classic—which requires little
more than onginal plans, a brilliant contrac
tor, and a king's ransom-—is sasy. Rememring

one is annther matter entitely. Faced with rec
inciimg personal need willh the responsabili
ties ol preservation, every homeowner cursed
blessed with a masterpiece has, durng one
crizis of another, wondered, “Whai would
Inzem mame af genkies here) hive done™
Anme Friedberg and Howard Hodman acta
ally pot an answer-—and frmm one of the ioons
of Los Angeles archileciure, [ohn Lavtner Ina
city rendwned for the guakity of it residences,
Lautrmer's achivvement |2 singular: Mone than
including has
teacher, Frank Lloyd Wright—be foand the
essence of the city he claimed 1o lpathe and
converied 1f into archiiectiare. Lautmner's 6o
odd revidences, which imclude the world

anmy of his contemporaries

lamis flying sapcer-ghaped Chemosphens,
serm b have coalesced out of LAE sexualiiy
and corruption, friendlingss and inscrutshili
Ly, 1¥s capacity for fantasy and it$ hard, dark
power. Often described as “observabosies.”
equally are Lautner's warks ohservations—of
an actual, cultaral, and imaginative topogta
ey ol el L. srale od mlnd

Given the force of his vigion, ifs surprising

S el IF Lty

Lipgmt Level

tor kearn =24 Friedberg and Bodman did-—that
Lantner cared besn aboul how his creations
looked than abogt how they felt to thoss wha
liwed in them. In 1gg2, the couple purchased
the Zahn house & teo-belroom stractre
designed by Lauiner in 1057 for an elderly
homeopathic doctar. Much as they appreciat
ed 1% singularity, Friedberg and BEodman, wel
ers whio wiork at kome—she suthored ¥Winitow
Shupping: Creema awd i Fosomeder, he wrote
the screenplay for for Genld's Secret=—lcnew the
resadence needed significant remodeling 1o
pecommodate thelr needs, and uhimately
approached Lautmer Rimself The resualis
proved tmansforming==not only to the strosc
ture bud to the chents as well

Ircmacally, gaven the cutcome, Fredberg and
Fodman weten'i |-|..|.|||é_ fir & house at all
*We were reading the Sunday real-estate ads,
which we did a& entertalnment,” Friedbeng
recalls, "And Howard sald, "Hey! Fimst tlme an
the market. john Laginer We'd never gone 1o
look &t 4 house before” They confacted the
apenl the splendidly monkkered Crosby Dae,
Acaster, Deasy, and Doe, an LA real-estate
firm specialiring in classic architectural prap
ertles Diss i'.'ll'c'l-'l g e a b of & classle kim
seff. *He i an extremely dapper man with a

S\

oy

Cheftl From e gireel the houte sesms
fa ut on an enceptianaily lenge Seacige
s lmc], B Lanidse gping concidls

Brer cureng drive Bharl leads up o e
arisctn, The Baige aieai in the abewe
plans, dlugirale the charges and
mdditior Lauiner made in 10032

foppusite pagel The skpight |6 supponsd
kw2 ceosa ol sheed Beams and allows fo
& masimum o o Loa Anpeles wn-
Hght. Of the Doegles I coling, Lauthei
Bald the mesw gwmery with pride, "We
bl that wood there specially milled, &
i hoaise caughl on Fied, b i ke
ftwes houry ba baen theoeg® That.™

liitle moostache who aoften wears ascos”
Resdman says. “And he drives either a vinlage
Pared YVepa, Japuar, or a pgid Inreinachomsl
Haryester Travel All restored o a fare-thee
will” Doe's Aakr lor presentatlon extended o
his work. “Croshy was showing thie hioise in
December. [aouary, one of those months
where Lhe ait 15 very clear and the wiew really
pops oul &l yod,” Rodman recalis, “He chose
the hour,” Friedberg adds. “Twilight. You
walked up the drveway and you coald see the
opean. The siting was just incredible.”

And the hoose, In Beachwood Canyan,
ahowve Hollvwood. i3 a2 mibnor B Trape
rinidal in shape, the exterior is distinguished
by twin rows of adjustabie, periorated-sieel
screens, which provice shade, privacy, and
ventilation, Within, a lght-filled cenaral airl
um begins at the plassenclored entry, from
whilch a slatrcese winds up io the main Aoar,
and climaxes In a gererous skylight supporied
by a cross of stes] heams

Radman “was very taken with it as a kmd al
{amtasy,” which cambined the villalss lakr in
Abfmed Hitcheook's Sormh by MNortieest with an
embrace of futunistic {foc 1957} gadgetry
Lattner had fitsed the bouss with an ntercom
ithat connecis the kilchen with the master =
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bedrnam, entrance, and carport {and featured

a palice band), and wihat Rodman describes as

"o ol Ll fulne- 1l never-

pass low.vn

EIE LA

relay sysiems, The vinmue |s

¥ou can tzrm certain lights an and off from
any of live places The downsides af
niovw ks Lhere are only a counple afl electri

[

L.
ctans wio stll undemstand thiv, Parts are really
2 o pel And 1
Ty ||

ve o thee pelaya 1ams, thien

imi el hoyse thas's an FANE M, ATIE

] hit that's alf stays off."

Harimg armved 2o thre-gickers, Friedberg and
Kodman departed 25 potential boyers-—and
embracing their role, decided they couldn't
lake the First place Lhey saw “We wenl around
with Croaby and looked ab abont g othet

nave "And we i the st

g koo lec e o thie devel
1hie city and ity styles—dispensed fr
lagaar’s deiver's seat over three months al
Sazardays—increased Friedberg and Rodman's
appreciatian, not anly

il LA supedlilive res
kdemtial architecture. b the anlgu
Lauiner's creation. “We came back 1o it thiree
yid,” Rodman recalle. “There wis a day thal

ized that the derveway spirals a ceriain

IEY = Ir

smirals in the same direction,

mbered nawiilus Or you'd

b way Lhe walls finat.” With
pe fT0en Doss, wiho invniesd Beachenod's
= coaple ook the
viver, the @.EBag- JUIAIT

(with an add
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e need lor o i backshelves

When all the architecis th

=y approached,
including swch heavywelghts a8 Enc Dwen
Moss, and Henry Smith-Sller and
Harwking ed unwilling t
3 clasgic. the
himeeki

Thie architect, wha was Be, arrived in a sl
ver BMW with a carmiee vanity plates a large
M, Impeaing a8 his creatboms, he sirode
directly 1o the deck and surveyed the city.
After more than

O pean, Lauiner was

“He sald, &

[eatiares,” says Rodman ¥t ihe
Domplas fir ceilimg in the kitchen, "We had
that woind there specially milled: 3f the hoose
caught an Hre, it would ke thres he
barm ihrough thai,” "

Lawimer, NowWeEver, 'Was no saEtie. = "oy ke

house™ * Bodinan recalls bim sy

mayhe you'ne the kind af people wha like that
trendy Encade crap in Santa Monica.' 8y which
1 think he meant Frank Gehry™ Rodman

scinbes Thi prcklanes 1o uidefappreciilion,

think ke may als

gion aboud whst LA

ervisioned he cou

“luhin was very specibie,” Rodman e

“He said, “Houses are built fo

liwe in them, ™ It was AR

shaped glass chamber that formed the ground

exierior daor 1o 1he ukility room, 2nd the roam
itsell resty bed to Bobdd the cotinle's vali
litrary and serve as thieir joint office
Lautners working metheds proved s
uge lesell "He joloed abouwt mot
teing a pood dralteman because, 10 him, there
vAtuE Im gL

URgUE 3% 18

W ni

JeTia ATdNsElE, wha

wirked forhim far 23 years and today runs e

dmall 53
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e Perlordled stesl lsuskry waie
mtalied o peoaide prolechion fom e
mank and swul wun sihou] inkerruptiog
it whesis. During Ih tenowalion
Lavtrer defermined that thesws wer

#11H e i Wiy Lo provhde dtade Peaim
ih# hares rays, vnde e lot Sd not
Earve room For aodiboral hees. The bk

al sereage oo thi I B peruagn
Ardman @i Fneshery's one Tegrer
about Be house. Labove| Laarkme
g Doasign Wi fy £ omat bl
wil remain—as sherdy a5 e dag

ey mere il

o do a 1ot of growing

he abssrves was a2 aliplvioeil ot

15 vears of my l3fe and [ think t
laught me that | coald be & groan op with

lient He wianbed 10 Eroa’, "W el sl [ gy Lhen, Law 1L BEVInE D0 @ivd Wp oy Sense of Wiy
sorking, do vou like Hight and openness? By couldn't climhb the r playfuln
woia like enchsed spaceT ™ Bodinan saye. “Ad Fem darecily "Bat B Friedberg marvels a1 the aschilecture’
shie gl e walked srduand the livihe roos 1y, “hEatse b 114[5] o liee wark el desls with flm
and hie asked me fo point out where 1'd feel salution was a minimally invasive Flexigla theory: There's something anbqae shaut liy
most caminriable working, and | went right gate, which, apen or clossd, was bare ing in a kimase that's all abawal Hght, shado
i cufisef, That | ik imlaemied whete my deEe Laigtmets death, in (g9, bl a and conslrucling vicws,” she sive "I lLke 4
alfice was ™ T he nshed room mclades a pal whal Rodman calls & "sneeze goand™—Ilomg *thing very theoned

of cumtar ks, Lagimer's sipmatur heets of Plexiglas, tnserted behind the ban time. And there's

bBackshe 1 essed standard des ol e ind pleasurahl
that dappear behind the boaks once they's wan div
i place, and cork-lnsshed alidess that hid th agr Bzl the foremost b

hevves and alloow the cnuiple to wore iopEhe 1 SIS R We Fredherpgand Esdman f Lantner's enduring alchemy
o e=naralely rina arild smn, Tristan. *Growing

Expanding the enlry also enabled Lagines sl |utriasee, el 11 was lkphl afd spacioas. 1
b repridde Lhe dlaminum-lrame doarswith th miFatly in ehe masier bedraons. where arce IBEdn, you <an have ssaemil aflectl ' [EH]

s wlass he'd wanzed i 35 VEST tect Dale B Cohen added a boplshelf belos Jer her avs Friedbet. *1 think it fust pr

arkiez edbeip and Rodman ag bt Lhe windows aid istrucied a herdboaid duced a kapiiv child I ugha. <[ il
il edd [ It JE AT [, 71] ficeal e Ald sl FECGI f ik we dyil.”
\e spperifi st 1 1et RlE tri Lyt apast from wishiog for n Tl
1 1 ot L AT 8d AL I IlL | LY AT STIUTPr '|'||'|' TEFr I & LT E I-|||". R s e b i

i italfig Ei that d i Taiii |is i Bisd s 1 1 fuch il alletdliogn T Ll 2 L i il i) wligers Bt alow Bw empis 1o
HEs § compromise, Thiee |eoks deliberaie.” made 1o the Hois 1kl the apposite. 1 haid Iines, Archit wirh bageriher or srparaiely,
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